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Research Briefs -- Video Introduc on
"...And what that means is that we try to conceptualize things like learning
something new or learning to regulate your behavior, as a result of a lot of
moving parts. But the problem is that a lot of tradi onal research methods in
educa on cannot account for all those moving parts. So what Gwen and I tried
to do is write a paper that would provide researchers with a new set of methods
that could account for the complex, dynamic, and emergent behavior of
educa onal phenomena," said Jonathan Hilpert, Ph.D.
Watch the above video for an introduc on to the ar cle, Complex Systems
Research in Educa onal Psychology: Aligning Theory and Method.

Abstract
The purpose of this work is to provide an overview of complex systems research
for educa onal psychologists. We outline a philosophically and theore cally
sourced deﬁni on of complex systems research organized around complex,
dynamic, and emergent ontological characteris cs that is useful and appropriate
for educa onal psychology. A complex systems approach is posi oned as a
means to align under-explored elements of exis ng theory with appropriate
interac on dominant theore cal models, research methods, and equa onbased analy c techniques. We conclude with a brief discussion of several
founda onal topics for complex systems research in educa onal psychology.

What practical tips will you gain from this article?
1.

A deﬁni on of complex systems research that is useful to educa onal
researchers
2. A clear set of intensive methods that can be used to study complex
educa onal phenomena
3. An overview of three under-explored analy c techniques in educa onal
research: me series analysis, network analysis, and dynamic modeling
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Georgia Southern College of Educa on con nues to oﬀer the University's oldest professional degree, preparing future
educators and leaders through diverse, intensive ﬁeld experiences, cu ng edge technology and research-based instruc on.
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